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CUMADE A WISBH UPON & STAR.
THAT I COULD HAVE & BRAND MEW CaR...

G5O7T TIRED OF WISBHING, S0 I STOLE ONE.

17 OARMD EMEW IT &bL,

MY DREAME WERE BIG,

BUT MY THOUSHTE WERE SMALL.
S0 MalyY ROADS, SOMEHDK

I CHOSE THE WROMG ONE

THOSE ARE THE OPENMING VERSES OF an OBRVIOUSLY COUNTRY FUSIC SONG ENTITLED

DUF ENOMN AS 7 TTHE CONMFEDRERATE

TTESLS AD MAMS ALWAYS LOVED ME T BY THE &

]

AILROAD T, WHICH, INMCIDENTALLY, MADE AN APPEARANCIE AT THE WESTERN EENTUCHEY

STATE FAIRIN RECENT YEARS.

g o |

FOR THOZE OF YOU WHD ARE Fr RADIO LISTERNERS, THOSE ARE THE EIND OF
YRICES wOLVE, KO DOUBT, COME ACDROSSE FREGUENTLY WHILE SEARCHING FOR S0OME
ADH, BRAHME, OR BEETHOVERN, OR PLBE.EOS 7 "MORMNING EDITION S WITH BOEB EDWARDES
RS rall THINGE CONSTDERED  © HOSTED BY MOAH ADRMME, WHO LIEE EDWARDE, I8 4
ST IVE HEMTUCETAM, OF EVEN DICK ESTELL AND THE 7 "RADIO READER .
FOROCOUNTRY MUSIC, IN ONE FORM OR ANDTHER.HAS COME TD DOMINATE THE RADRIO

FEOTRUM IN THE UNITED STATES In THE LATE 20TH CERNTURY.
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IN AN ERA WHEM THERE ARE MO LESS THAN 2C IDENTIFIABLE MUSIC FORMATS
FOR RADIO,NO LESS THAN ONE STATION IN FIVE IS PLAYING COUNTRY MUSIC IN ONE
FORM DR AMOTHER: AMD IN THE SOUTHEAST, IT INCREASES TO ONE IN FOUR, INCLUDING
WHOP-FM, WHERE °°'CD COUNTRY' ' ORIGINATES VIA SATELLITE IN COLORADO, WHERE
SOME DISC JOCKEY WHD HAS NO IDEA WHETHER ITS SNOWING, SLEETING, RAIMING OR
THE SUN IS SHINING IN HOPHINSVILLE, KENTUCKY, GENERICALLY INTRODUCES SONGS,
AND COMMENTS DN THE ARTISTS IN THE TIME-HOMORED TRADRITION OF ALL RADID
ANNOUNCERS, THOUGH--85 I MENTIONED--HE IS DEPRIVED OF SIVING THE TEMPERATURE
AR EVEN THE TIME, THOUGH SOMETIMES, THEY WILL VENTURE A ° 25 MINUTES BEFORE
THE HOUR', MUCH LIKE THE MORNING NEWS SHOWS DN NETWORK TELEVISION.

I ADDITION TO °°JESUS AND MAMA' ', WHICH DETAILS THE TRAVELS OF A YOUNS
REBEL WHO EVENTUALLY * CHOOSES THE RIGHT ROAD ‘,  "CONFEDERATE RAILROAD’ ™ HAS
TOPPED THE CHARTE WITH SONGS LIKE *'WHEN YOU LEAVE LIKE THAT, YOU CAN NEVER

G0 BACK 7, A COMPANION S0ONG TO © 7 JESUS AND MAMAS 75 TRASHY WOMEN' *, ABOUT A

m

TEENABER WHOSE ADTIONS FELL FAR SHORT OF HIS PARENTES X EXPECTATIONS AS

1

DETAILED IN LYRICS STATING, © vOU SHOULDA SEEN THE LOOKS ON THE FACES OF MY
nal AMD MOM, WHEM 1T SHOWED UP LATE WITH MY DATE FOR THE SERIOR PROM. CTHEY
SAID, PORDON ME SON....SHE AIN'T NO EID, THAT COCKTAIL WAITRESS WITH THE

DOLLY PORTON WIG, AND 1

A5
1}

AID I KNOW...AINT SHE COOL? THAT'S THE KIND I DIG™',
OR 7 THE QUEEN OF MEMPHIS  ~ IN WHICH THE NARRATOR--AGAIN A RURAL
TEEMAGER-—TRAVELS NORTH TO MEMPHIS AND MEETS A WOMAN OF QUESTIONABLE HORAL
CHARACTER, WHOM HE SPENDS THE NIGHT WITH, AND CWOEE UP THE NEXT MORNING, A

SRISONER OF HER CHARMS. SHE SHOWED ME THINGS I°D NEVER SEEN, BACK THERE ONM
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SUrH ADULT THEMES ARE COMMON AMONG COUNTRY MUSIC SONGS, SOME OF WHICH

i

HAVE DOWMNRIGHT SUGKESTIVE TITLES, SUCH AS, THE BELLAMY BROTHERSS TUIF I BAID
vOU HAD A BEAUTIFUL BODY, WOULD YOU HOLD IT AGAINST ME?" ", ' 'GBET YR
BISCUITS IM THE OVEN AND YOUR BUNS IN BED' BY EINKY FREIDMEN, AND THE
CROG-VOICED COUNTRY MUSIC LEBEND, THE LATE CONWAY TWITTY, WITH HITS LIKE
‘eromle EITTING JEANS ', C HELLO. DARLIN® ., AND THE BLUNTLY TITLED ° §°D
LOVE TO LAY YDU DOWNS

THERE WAE A STORY MAEING THE ROUNDS DURING TWITTY 'S LIFETIME ABOUT AN
ITIMNERANT PREACHER, A TRAVELLING EVANGELIST IF YOU WILL, WHO BORE & STRIEING
REGSEMBLEMCE TO TWITTY, WHD INCIDENMTALLY, MNEVER LEGALLY CHAMBED HIE ®MAME FROM
HARDLD LLOYD JEMEINE, AND WAS OFFENDED WHEN I BROUBHT IT UP DURING AN
IMTERVIEW AT THE WESTERN HENTUCEY STATE FAIR SEVERAL YEARE ABD.

THE STORY WENT THAT THE PREACHER AND HIS ENTDURAGE ARRIVED IN A& TOWN FOR
£ TEMT REVIVAL ONE DAY, AND THIMMING THAT HMOTEL OCCURPANTS WOULD BE A LIEELY
SOURCE OF POTENTIAL CONVERTS,BEING IN TOWN AND MAYEE HAVING SOME TIME £
THEIR HAMDE THAT EVENING, THE PREACHER MADE THE ROUNDSE AT THE LOCAL INN,WITH
CHNOOUNTERS WITH THREE FEMALES IN SEPARATE ROOMS PROVING THAT EVEN
AIRISTERS-——&T LEAST THIS OME, HAVE THEIR LIMITS.

ALL THREE WOMEN HAPPENED TO BE COUNTRY MUSIC FANS WHD IMMEDIATELY
SECOEMITED WHD THEY THOUSHT WAS COMWAY TWITTY.

THE THIRD, OBVIOUSLY EXPECTING SOMEONE ELSE, CAME TO THE DOOR WEARIMNG &
BOTH TOWEL anMD NOTHING ELSE, AND AFTER INMITIALLY BEING ETRUCK
SPEECHLESBS  FINALLY FOUND HER TOMGUE AND ASKED, -~ CONWAY TWITTY, WHAT ARE YU
DOTRE HERE? L LT WHICH THE PREACHER REPLIED, " "HELLD, DARLINT

A5 MOST OF YOU PROBABLY HNOW, COUNTRY MUSIC IE A PRODUCT OF THE RURAL
SOUTH, WHERE EARLY SETTLERS DREW OM BRITISH AMD SCOTTISH FOLE BALLADS,
STNGBING THE TALES OF HARDSHIP AND WOE © 4 CAPPELLAT T AND HANDING THEM DOWN,

ORALLY, FROM GEMERATION TD GENERATION.
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FROM THAT HUMEBELE BEBINNING, ACCORDING TO TOM ROLAMD IN THE INTRODUCTION
TD'HIB BOCK * NUMBER ONE COUNTRY HITS ', COUNTRY MUSIC HAS UNDERGONE AN
ENORMOUS TRANEFORMATION, THOUGH THE COMMON THEMES OF DOOMED LOVE AND POVERTY
REMAIN A MAINETAY A8 THE MUSIC FORM EVOLVED FROM A REGSIONALLY-SPECIALIZED
AUDTEMCE WHICH HE CLAIMS 4G PERCENT OF AMERICANS NOW LISTEN TO ON & REGULAR
SASTS.

ROLAND TRACES COUNTRY MUSIC FROM THE STRING BANDS OF THE 1920°S AND THE
IMERBENCE OF THE * "GRAND OLD OPRY '’ RADIO PROSRAM WHICH W.S.M. IN NASHVILLE
SEAMED TO MOST OF THE EASTERN UNITED STATES EVERY SATURDAY MISHT T HANE
dILLIAME © APPEARANCE OM THE SCENE IN THE LATE 40°S, WHICH ROLAND SAYS CHANGED
COUNTRY MUSIC FOREVER, WITH POPULAR ARTISTS LIKE TOMY BENNETT aMD IO STAFFORD
SRINGING HIS SONGS TO THE ENTIRE MATION.

THE S0°6 SAKW EDDY ARNOLD AMD MARTY ROBEINE BEGIN A °CROSSOVER ~ TREND,
MT ELVIS PRESLY, WHO BEGAN AS A PURELY *'COUNTRY SINGER VIRTUALLY KILLED
JFFOTHE COMMERCIAL COUNTRY FORMAT WITH THE RISE OF ° 'ROCK AND ROLL ‘" IN THE
HID-TO-LATE 5G°S.

I RESPONSE TD THIS, SEVERAL TRENDS WITHIN THE IMDUSTRY DEVELOPED
NOLUDING THE © ‘ROCKABILLY ' SOUND OF JOHNNY CASH AND THE  ‘HIGH LONESOME
DUND OF THE EVERLY BROTHERS, WITH THOSE ARTISTS ALSO ENJOVING WIDESPREAD
UCCESS IN THE ©'POP°° MARKETS, A TREND WHICH HAS CONTINUED TO THE

RESENT, THOUBH THE SONGE CONTINUE TO CHRONICLE VERY BASIC HUMAM EMOTIONS AND
ITUATIONS.

THERE ARE MANY THEORIES ON THE EMERGBENCE OF ' “HILLEILLY MUSIC’ ', a8 IT
AS ONCE WIDELY ENOWN, A5 THE ©'MOST HEARD '’ TYPE OF MUSIC, RANGING FROM THE
OLLAPSE OF 7 'ROCK AND ROLL ', WHOSE DOWNFALL, I THINK, BESAN WHEN °DISCO

UETE MADE ITES MOVE IN THE 1970675,



SEVERAL OF

ZVEN ETHMIO DATA HMAMIPULATED

HO ACT AL

DECIZION OM WHICH FORMAT WOULD

ADVERTISERS AMD THEREFORE,
WHILE W.S.M. TN MASHVILLE,

ST IV A

I WHEEL NG, WEST

AHIOH DELIVERED COUNTRY MUSIO NOT OMLY TO THEIR

SOUTHERMERS  WHO MOVED

ADDERKN ERA OF OOUNMTRY MUSIO

SOUNTRY MUSIC, HEADED UP BY

SROLICS S FOR O "ROCE AND

REBIGEE

WaodWFuD AROPTED & "ROCK

SUEETITUTEDR COUNTRY MUSIC

fpdL

FOTHE CHICABO METROPOLITAN

sREA ENDOW OIT aD.
LIFE ALL BUSINESBES, RADID

ENTURES IN THEIR FIELLD,

‘‘‘‘‘ o

SOUINTRY fUSI0 LANBUISHED

ENDING SUPPORT TO MY THEOGRY

M ADDITION TO THE

MERGENMCE OF COUNTRY MUSIC A8

EARS, WITH THE MOT YET

ERR I

NMTEND TO ADVANCE TONIGHT.

TrHE FIRST OF THESE

I

THE Mak T HEARD 1T FROM.

W= TER

THOSE THEODRIES ARE BASEDR ON SOCIOLOGICAL .,
BEY THE
FAID COMNSGULTANTE TO RADIO
BEEITVER
GENERATE THE
WoB.AGP.

VIRGINIA WERE

HMORTH AFTER
CAME

PROGRAMS

AR
BECAME A

AREA,

EXECUTIVES
AND OTHERS FOLLOWED,
SOMEWHAT IN
ABOUT
THEORIES
THE
IN SIGHT,

WHET T CALLED

PR

DEMOBRAPHIT, AND

S0-CALLED 7 "EAPERTE " AnND 7 HIRED GUNS -

STATIONS WHOSE MANAGHMERNT THEN MAEE &

THE ®MOST LISTENMERS TO THEIR

MAST PRAEITS .

I DALLA-FORT WORTH, TEXAS; ARND

CURPOWERHDUSE T T ALM. RADIO STATIONG

AREAD, BUT TO DISPLACED

WORLED WAR TWO, THE & BREAKTHROUGH  © FOR THE

s OHICARBD, WHERE WL 5.7 0. HAD SBARNDONED

LIKE 7 "RANDY BLAKE AND THE SUPPERTIME

e e RSt e o

ROLL "7 FORMAT, INCLUDING JINGLES, BUT

TRIOR FACTOR IM THE MAJOR RADIO MARKET

ORr 7 TOHICAGOLAND 7 45 WE YVANEEES FROM THAT

HRE PROME TO COPY SUCCESSFUL

WITH SOME EQUAL SUCCESS., THOUGH

THE 4075 BEFORE BLOBSOMING IN THE 7G4,

- DESEEE -

PUSTE S

BY THE S50-CALLED 7 EXPERTE T DONOEFRMING THE

DOMIMNANT RADIO FORMAT OVER THE PASET SEVERAL

ARE SEVERAL PERSONAL THEORIES WHIDH I

THE " "RAY MOFIELD
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THE LATE DOCTOR MOFIELD, WHO DIED LAST YEAR AFTER & DISTINGUISHED
BROADCASTING AMD ACADEMIC CAREER, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN CROWMED WITH THE
FRESIDENCY OF MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY HAD THE “‘POLITICS’ © BEEN RIGHT, 541D &
FERGON CAN LISTEN TO COUNTRY MUSIC AND UNDERSTAND THE LYRICS, WHILE BEING
ABELE TO SING ALONG WITHOUT, IN HIS WORDE, *'DISLOCATING YOUR ERPISLOTTIS .

HE ALED SAID YOU COULD SING THE SONG IN FRONT OF YOUR MOTHER WITHOUT
BEING EMBORRASSED, THOUBH THAT HAS CHANGBED IN RECENT YEARD, A5 EVIDENCED BY
BUCH TITLES A8, ’IF 1 SAID YOU HAD & BEAUTIFLL BEODY, WOULD YOU HOLD IT
AEAINST ME?

AMOTHER REASON FOR THE RISE IN COUNTRY MUSIC, ALSD NAMED BY ME AFTER ITS
SUTHOR, IS8 THE © "BEN PAYNE THEORY ‘.

BEM, MNOW O SOPHOMORE AT MURRAY STATE UMIVERSITY, AND THE S0OM OF

=5

SHRISTIAN COUNTY FARM BUREAL PRESIDENT BUTCH PAYNE AND FPEMEROVE ELEMENTARY
SHOTCE” © FOR HIS CONTEMPORARIES AND HIM IS & RESULT 0OF HIS PARENTS -
SBANDONMENT OF - "ROCK anD ROLL 7.

ABAIN, MY THEORY OF THE PERVASIVE INFLUENCE OF ©'pIsco’ IS UPHELD, WITH
THE PARENTS OF CHILDREN BORN IN THE 7GE, INCLUDING ALL 3 OF OUR HIDE,
EVERTING TQ " "OLDIES T OF THE 1950°S AMD 075, WHICH THOSE NMOW IN THEIR LATE
EENS AND EARLY 20°5 WERE EXPOSED TO IN THEIR EARLY YEARS.

BEN THINKE, AND I ABREE, THAT 5G°

-y

(i}

5 AND 40°6 *"ROCK AND ROLL " ° IS SIMILAR

Y

O MUCH OF THE CURRENT COUNTRY OFFERINGS, WITH A °'DANCEASBLE - BEAT  DRIVEN BY

g g

EREATILE " "LEAD ' BUITARISTS ANMD A STRONG DRUMMER IN THE EADHOROUND .
THEN THERE'S THE * "J1IM LOVE THEORY ", WITH ITS VARIOUS ELEMENTS WHICH I
END TO EXPOUND ON DURING MY REMAINING TIME.

FIRET AND FOREMOST-—LIKE IT OR ROT-—-—AND, OF COURSE. PRESENT COMPANY

ALLUBED, AMERICA IS5 AN ANTI-INTELLECTUAL SOCIETY AND-—BEY AND

oy o

LARGE-~DDOUNTRY
HEIN'S OVERALL IMAGE, THOUSH IT HAS CHANGED WITH THE INFUSION OF YOUNGER

akls, GUALIFIES.
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I ONCE HAD AN ENGLISH TEACHER WHD COMBINED THE RATHER INTERESTING
ADEGROUND OF BEIND A FORMER MARINE CORPE DRILL SERGEANT AMD A PUBLIBHED
DET, BUT TAUGHT AT THE BOTH THE HIGH SCHOOL AND JUNIOR COLLEGE LEVEL IN
LEIM, TLLINOIE.

ROBERT FOSTER SAID THERE WERE SEVERAL REASONE WHY ADLAY STEVENSON LOST
WO PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS TO DWIGHT EISENHOWER, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH WAS
CIEEC S WAR HERD STATUS, BUT MR. FOSTER SAID HE ALWAYS FELT THAT THE - "EI&E
i | DEATH " FOR STEVENSON CAME WHEN HE WAS IDENTIFIED IN THE MEDRDIA G5 AN
TEGBHEAD T -4 FPATORETIVE TERM FOR INTELLECTUAL.

AS AN ASIDE-—AND THERE WILL BE SEVERAL--STEVENSON, A FORMER GOVERMOR OF
HE GREAT STATE OF ILLINDIS,IS MORE CORRECTLY IDEMTIFIED AS ADLAL STEVENSON
WNIOR, SON OF ADRLAT SENIOR OF SOUTH CHRISTIANM COUNTY, WHO WENT ON TO BECOME
COFOOTHOTE IR AMERICAM HISTORY A5 SROVER CLEVELAND 'S SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT,
TTH ADLAT THE ZRD FOLLOWING IN BOTH HIS FATHER 'S AND GRANDFATHER ‘& FOOTESTERS
HEN HE WAS ELECTED 70O THE U.5. DERATE FROM TLLINOIS INM THE 197078,

QUOTING FRANE MYERS, WHD CO-AUTHORED THE SO0MG 71 SWEAR' ", WHICH WENT T
WMBER ONE OM THE TCOUNTRY -7, 7 "POP 7, AND 7 "RHYTHM AMD BLUES™ "~ CHARTE,
CRPEORPLE MEED TO REQLIZE THAT UNLESS THERE 'S SOMETHING IN THE LYRICAL CONTENT
BOUT BUBEBA, TRUCKES, PRISON, OR MAMA, THE OMLY DRIFFERENCE BETWEEWN C)*i‘»l.ﬂ‘»i'i“ﬂ.“(,
OF, AND RHYTHM AND BLUES IS THE PRODUCTION. PEOPLE ARE LOOKING FOR THE BEST
NG5S THEY BUY L0,

THAT ALSO MAY BE THE EEY BECAUSE SOMETIMES IT MAY TArE TWD OR THREE
OINES TO DETERMINE WHETHER YOURE LISTEMING TO & RADIO STATION WITH & COUNTRY
HOROCH FORMAT.

THE REFEREMNCE TO THE FACTORS SETTING ABILE & 7 "FURE CDUNTRY SONG
RINGS TO MIND THE STORY BY DAVID ALLEN COE--ENOWR G5 & RENEGADE COUNTRY
ERFORMER——ABDUT A SOKNE HE RECORDED CALLED © /vOL MEVER EVEM CALLED ME BY

AME T T .
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DURING A °BREOE ' BETWEEN VERSES, COE RELATES A CONVERSATION HE HAD
4&%H THE AUTHOR, THE LATE STEVE GODDMARN, WHO COUNTED AMDNG HIS OTHER SONGS
CUTHE LABT WORDE OF 4 DYING CURS FANT 7.

GOODMAN TOLD CDE THAT HE FELT THAT HE HAD WRITTEM THE - PERFECT COUNTRY
SO0NG 0, WITH COE DISPUTING THAT CLAIM, SAYING THERE WAS ND WAY IT COULD BE
THE PERFECT COUNMTRY SO0MG WHEN IT HADM'T MENTIONEDR MAMA, TRUCKES, PRIBONM, THE
SEATHER OR GETTING DRLUME.

GOOGMARN WENT TO WORE AND PRODUCED AMNDTHER VEREE, WHIDH O0E QUICELY
RONOUNCED THE ELEMENT WNEEDED TO, INDEED, MOEE © 7 ¥YDOL MEVER EVEN CALLED ME BY
A MAME © T THE PERFECT COUNTRY SDOMG.

THE FIdAL VERSE BOES LIEEDS THIG:

WEL L, 1 WaE DRUNE THE DAY MY MOM GOT OUT OF PRISON,
AR T BERNT TO PICKE HER UP IN THE RAIM.
BUT BEFGARE 1 COULD GET TO THE Siation TN Y PIEEUP TRUCK,
SHE 07 RUNNED OVER BY & DAMNED DLD TRAIN.. ...
FOLLOWED BY THE REFRAIM....
20, I7ti HaNG AROUNME A LONE A8 YO WILL LET HME,
ARD T MEVER MINDED STANDIMG IN THE RATIHM.
YO BORT HAVE TO Cabtbt ME DARLIMN LW DARLINS,

YO NMEVER EVERN CALLED ME BY MY NAFE.

IT'5 &4 BENERALLY ADCEPTED RULE IN THE MUSICO BUBINESS THAT 7/ THE SOMG 2
HEOTHING S -, WITH & WORLD OF VOCAL TALENT VYING FOR & LIMITED MUMBER OF
OTEMTIAL HITS, THOUGH SOME OF THEM G0 UNMRECOSHIZED FOR ONE REASDON OR
HOTHER .

I FADT, IT WAE BEME AUTRY 'S WIFE WHD CORVINOED HIM 7O RECORD 7 RUBDLEPH,
HE RED-NOSED RETMDEER 7, WHIOH RANES WITH " WHITE CHRISTHMASE S 48 OWNE OF TRE

L L-TIFE © THOST PLAYEDR S HOLIDAY SONGS.
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FROM TIME TO TIME, VARIOUS LISTS ARE COMPILED OF THE ~ALL-TIME"’

ALL-TIME " COUNTRY SONGS, WHICH, LIEE MOST SUCH COMPILATIONS, ARE ENTIRELY

SUBJECTIVE, BUT A LODOKE AT 7 "BILLEOARD ' © MABAZINE'S * TOP 100 ALL-TIME DOLMTRY

JITS ¢ BIVES SOME INSIGHT INTD THE PREVAILING THEME OF COUNTRY MUSIC OVER THE

JEARS. .. AND THAT IS LOVE  "——IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER, WITH MO OLESS THAM 15

I OTHE ALL-TIME TOP 20 SONGS HAVING THAT AS THEIR MATOR THEME.

THEY RAMBE FROM THE NUMBER ONE ALL-TIME SONG, - TWaLE DM OBY T, MADE
SOPULAR BY LEROY VAN DYHEE,WHD I8 BEST HKNOWKN TO THOSE OF US WHD FOLLOW COUNTRY

MUSIC FOR ©'THE AUCTIONEER * TO NUMBER 20 ° "MAMA SANG A SONGT T, A VOCAL AND

AECITATION BY *WHISPERING BILL ANDERBONT .

ANDERSON IS ANOTHER STAR WHOM T FELT LACKED A SEMNESE

OF  HUMOR--—OR AT
LEAST UNMDERSTAND ING-—WHEN I INTERVIEWED HIM SEVERAL YEARD

Kt i}

ABD--ARG TN AT THE
AESTERMN EERNTUCEY ETATE FAIR.

IN ADDITION TO A LENGTHY—-—AND FRUITFUL-—RECORDIMNG CAREER,ANMDEREON HAS

WRITTEN NUMEROUS HIT SONBS FOR OTHER FERFORMERS, AND WOULD BE FIMNAMOTALLY

SECURE HAD HE MEVER - WHISPEREDR ™ INTO A MIOROPHOME .

I OESERVED THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE FEW NOTED COUNTRY MUSIO PERFORMERS WHO

HAD EARMEDR A& COLLESE DEBREE, AND HE RESFONDED THAT, YES. HE POSGESCES @
NEGREE IN JOURNALISM FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF BEORGIA.

1 THOUGBHT 1 WAS BEING FACDETIOUS WHEM I SAID THAT HE ALWAYES HAD THAT TO

‘FALL BACKE ON°° IF HIS COUNTRY MUSIC CAREER EVER COLLAPSED, WHICH BROUGHT

d
-+
m
o
B
ol
D
poed
5
T
-
|
n
I
0
1

CED COMMENT,  'NO, I DONM'T THIMK THAT WILL HEPPER T T

pACK TO THE *LOVE’ " THEME IN COUNTRY MUSIC SOMGBE, T THINE THAT S NO

EREMT FROM OTHER STYLES OF MUBIC, RANGING BACK TO THE - TETANDARDE T OF

THE I0°'S AND 40°S LIKE ' 'STARDUST ', °'SEPTEMBER SONG’ ‘. AND CAS TIME BOES
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IN RESEARCHING THIS PAPER,I FOUND AT LEAST TWO OTHER " ALL-TIME™’
COURNTRY MUSIC SONS LISTS, WITH © 'HE STOPPED LOVING HER TODAY' "W BY GEORGE
ONES TOPPING THE LIST COMPILED BY COUNTRY MUSIC ® MABAZINE AND *'SING FE
0K HOME* © BY MERLE HAGBARD THE ' 'NUMBER ONE ALL-TIME ' COUNTRY S0ONG LIST AL
SRITTEN BY TOM ROLAND AND MENTIONED AT THE OUTSET.

CHE STORPED LOVING HER TODRAY ' IS THE STORY OF A MAN WHD OMLY OBTAIMED

IELIEE FROM HIS ALL-CONSUMING LOVE FOR A WOMANM WHO LEFT HIM WHEMN SHE DIED,

s}

THE ME BACHE HOME© NARRATES THE TRIP OF A& COMDEMMED MAN FROM HIS

SHILE
“CLL TO THE SITE OF HIS EXECUTION A8 HE ASKS ONE OF HIS FELLOW ° "DEATH RO
TNMATES TO SINS HIM & SONG REMINDING OF BETTER TIMES AND PLACES.

WHTLE THE SREATION BF  ELbaT. 0 © CEUNTRY MUSIC TELEVISION S FOR CABLE
JQ§BUMPTIGN I WHICH FAaMS CaM HOT OMLY HEAR, BUT SEE, THEIR FAVDORITE
CERFORMERS, THE EMERGENCE OF SUCH APPEALL ING--OR DOWNRIGHT SEXY--PERFORMERS
LJIEE BILLY RAY OYRUS, AARDN TIPRPIN, AND TRAVIE TRITT OM THE HMaLE SIDE, AND
TEMALES DOLLY PARTON, REBA MCINTIRE, AND CARLEEN CARTER, AND THE IKNCREASING
SOPLLARITY OF COUNTRY MUSIC DANCE HALLS ' SUCH AS THE *'RED ROPER' ™ IN
“LARKSGVILLE HAVE, ND DOUBT, SERVED TO INCREASE THE POPULARITY OF COUNTRY
HMUSIE S SR THE CONTINUING APPEAL TO BASTC HUMARMN EMOTIONS AND PLACES WHERE
JE CON DMLY IMABINE BEING,BUT ORE VICARIOUSLY TRANSPORTED BY WAY OF & GOOD
COUNTRY SONG I8 THE BASIC, LABTIME APPEAL.

T'M BOING TO CLOSE WITH THE LYRICS FROM DONE OF MY FAVORITE GARTH EROOKS
SOMGE, WHICH TO ME OFFERS A COMBIMATION OF WORDS RIVALLING SOME OF THE POETRY
I WAS ASKEED TO CRITIGUE IN COLLEGE;HOWEVER, BEFORE THAT I MUST ADVISE YO
THAT I ORISINALLY CONSIDERED BOIRG ©FULL CIRCLE S IN MY APPEARANIES BEFORE
THIE SO0OIETY.

SOME OF YO DORMOT EROW IT, BUT, IN AGDITION TO PROBABLY BEINMG THE MOBY

CHORTHERMN BORK S PERSON TO EVER BECOME A MEMBER OF THIS WORTHY GROUP, I

BECAME THE FIRST PERSOMN IN THE HISTORY OF THE ATHENAEUM SOCIETY TO DO

AMYTHING OTHER THAN MAEE & PURELY ORAL PRESENTATION OF & 7 PAPERT 7.



(113

T MADE MY DEBRUT IN THE EARLY BO'S BY PRODUCING AND PLAYING A CASSETTE
FAPE EMTITLED * 'GARRISON KEILLOR AMD THE PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION® IN WHICH 1
SAVE A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE CREATOR OF THE MOST POPULAR PROGRAM IN THE
HISTORY OF AMERICANM PUBLIC RADID, AND INCORPORATEDR -~ SOUND BITEES W FROM
SE L OEY

I THOUSHT I MIGHT DO SOMETHIMG SIMILAR TOMIGHT ANMD INCLUDE PIECES OF
SOMNGES WHICH 1 FELT DEMONSTRATED SOME OF THE MORE APPEALING ABPECTS OF COUNTRY
AWHIC, BUT SINCE T FELT THAT MY PRECEDENT-SETTING ACDTION LED, IN SOME SMaLL
Y, TO WENDELL RORIE'S ENSUING VIDEOTAPE FRESENTATION OF & TRIF TO RUZE1A,
SND ANDTHER, SIMILAR EFFORT MIGHT LEAD TO EVEN MORE VIDEOTAPEL BY OTHER
AEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, I ABANDONED THAT IDEA ENTIRELY AND, FOR REINMFORCEMENT
FOMY THEME, I AM RELYING ON YOUR MEMORIES OF YOUR FAVORITE COUNTRY SOMG,
JHICH MIGHT EVEN INCLUDE SUCH GEMS AS * 'YDOU'RE THE REASON OUR KIDS ARE
M CUBHE SOT THE SOLD MINFE..I B80T THE SHAFT 7, ~SHE'S AUTING SINGLE,

AJ!L % 7

UM DRINKING DOUBLES , ' I1°'VE BOT TEARS IN EARS FROM LYING O MY BACE IN MY

SED WHILE I CRY OVER YOU' *,0R THE HANE WILLIAMES CLASSIC, "THERE'S A TEAR IN

i,

1Y BEER CAUSE I'M CRYING FOR YOU DEAR, Y0OU WERE ON MY LONELY MIND .
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ANYRAY, HERE IS " "THE RIVER® ", CO-AUTHORED EY VICTORIA SHAW AND GARTH
BRODES .,
YOU ENOW & DREAM I8 LIEE & RIVER
EVER DHANGING AS IT FLOWS
AMD A DREAMER 'S JUST & VESSEL
THAT MUST FOLLOW WHERE IT FLOWS.
TRY INMG TO LEARM FROM WHAT 'S BEMIND YL
AMD MEVER RRNOBING WHAT 'S IN STORE
MAKED EADH DaEY & CONSTARNT BATTLE
JUST T 87TaY BETHWEEN THE SHORES.
YES, I WILL SAIL MY VEBSEL
TIL THE RIVER RUNDS DRY
LIFE & BIRD UIPORN THE WIND
THESE WATERS ORE MY SEY
TLL MNEVER READH MY DESTINATION
EER T T NEVER TRY
G0 1 WILL SAIL MY VEESSEL

TIL THE RIVER RUNE DRY

i

TOO HANY TIMEE WE STAND ASIDE

AND LET THE WATER SLIP AWAY

TIL WHAT WE PUT OFF TIL TOMORROW
HAES NOW BECOME TODAY

SOODONTT YO 81T UPON THE SHOREL INE
AN Bay YOUTRE SATISFIED

CHOOSE 7O CHAMDE THE RaPIDRS

AMD DERE TO DANCF THE TIDE
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anh THE&&TS EOUND TO EEMRDUBH WATERS
Al T ERMOW I7LL TAKE SOME FaLls
BUT WITH THE G000 LORD AS HY CAPTAIN

I 2aM MakE IT THROUGH THEM ALL

YES, T WILL SATL MY VESSEL

TIL THE RIMVER RUNE IRY

LIHE & BIRD UPON THE WIND

THESE WATERS ORE MY SkEY

il NEVER REASCH MY DESTINATIONM
IE L NMEVER: TRY

G0 1T WILL S84alt MY VEESEL

TIL THE RIVER RUME DRY...

TiL THE RIMER RUNES DRY.

THARME YO AND G000 NIGHT.



