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WOMAN'S LIB "
Tam Soynag
The open session of the Athenaeum is a nerilous
time for the Society. filotice I said perilous for the Siociiety

not for the speakers. They are usually treated with considerably

more comrtesy tham they are at a reqular meetina. It is the
j\JrS,r"i &
Societthhich is in danger. The Presicdent and his officers

;o

who must assign the papers for the current sessian alwavs use
great care im the selection of the sneakenrsfor the enen sescion.
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The task is not, I modestly add with anoloaies
the two best speakers for the open session. It is rather to
make sure that the persons picked will not embarrass the Society

By giving 4 pape’ on Semebhiing controversial. Uur anlie: aroe

here with us tonight. Friends and quests are also present.  The
. - . ‘.'\ 13 -
Soctety must wot disgrace ditself public, Some of our
~\
members are, therefore, autopaticelly disqualified.  Horna
a " vt av g
Lazare conuot appear since fiis mbers. although/beautifully
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(disqutsed iy noetry)/‘ﬂorman's mellifluous voice and lots
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pidivords are always really about sex. Dr. Bill Powlets wiat
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#3ee another naper on venereal disease. Georae Boone minht ajue
nolitical offense to some of our audience with some ultra-radical

proposal like abolishing the o0il denletion allowance. In fact,
nearlv all of our attorney members are ineligible since every
one knows that attorneys are always auerglous and argumentative.
_ Faba

tany of our other members are similarly disgualified as open
session sneakers. Only a few of us are considered safe. Last

year the firogram Committee made two fine choices. Robert Sivliey -~

. S g 1 Rt . 3
after all he is a psychologist and it is his job to nmake neonle

happy with themselves~- capably responded *° r on wéstern
movies he had seen during his boyhor , the Committee
other selection, came through w? ng a

paner on Hopkinsville's first ra is was bound



N

to be non-controversial since WFIYW folded up almost a half a
neme of S Y

century ago and say therefore, wexeme excep, Wallace Henderson,
Sr.)cou]d remember anythina about it. Some of the women miaht fﬁ>

Need 5 ane B é/-'czieh- =
have nememb@&e- sﬂmethrnm &bﬂﬁt 1t but William knew that none
of them would dare admit being that o]d‘

This year, however, the Committee had a hard job.
They di¢ the bast they could te find non-controversial sneakerd.
While Curtis Brasher is a long way from being the most conservative
of bankers]he il affiter all 3 banker. 1, of coukse ;. an:an
/

attorney and as mentioned earljer this group is ordinarily

‘f_.\ “»{,:lbu Fas {
disqualiticd. Re-Gommittee Over the vears, however, has learned
A

fur
i

that some attorneys are fairly safe, mainly those who hold sonme
elective office. These men will not effend their censtituents.
In fact, Georage Boone/mentioned above as an inappronriate open

session snnaﬁer was given a chance at an open session a coun1p
a“IwJJ Cle e
@ yewins aqo an’ came throuagh adm1rab1y aiving a‘non controv9r31 L

b.ffb.v"f ("‘\M'VM" ‘f‘;(o‘uffi ':5%"(.‘“
raper on his tr1n tg lIreland. 1t wes, however., no coincicence

that this was the year George was running for State Reoresontative/
Aod s the Comiittee decided to take a chance op me. [ stand here
tonight, however, to tell them that this time they tailed. s ot
gnly 1s my bapeyr om the subiect of Woman's Lib, but I am delivering

it at the one meeting a year when the ladies can be present It

o
,!G!)\‘?»p

this be the end of the Grand 01d Athenaeum Society at west let

1% be caid that we went down With all guns blazing and all flags

——

f]ying)defiant]y engaging the enemy on his own (or 1 quess
should say her own) home turf.

Woman s Lih d9s obviously a contcacticn gr Car? Wil
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comnosed of women who belicve that women should be liberated or freed

They confitend LthHat wWomen are diccriminated against on all sides

To many men it seems that women are more PEer i MEes

JHEE s

of the house is usually tied down to a fixed number of hours per

4
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day at the office or the factory while the woman remains in the
N

home and performs services pertaining to the house and the family.
in exchange for these services the husband provides for her. The
woman 1ibber at this point poses a good argument. A wife performs
menial personal services for another and receives in exchange
food, clothing, shelter and protection. So dees @ stawve! [he
feeling of powerlessness, of being out of the main stream of
events, of being confined to a never ending regimenof cleaning,
cooking, diapering, dishwashing and all the other tasks that are
e lafeiesd e ;
eunhemistically Ticted homemaking drive scome women into the arms
RN 4

of Women's Libbers.

The housewife is not the only prospect for Yeman's
L, Exceptionally canable women, narticularly those in
blic iniess ox the prefessiens, fcel thet Ehei are held back and

r{eh(‘w-f :
net permitted +o eegch the high levels that men of comparable
ahility can achieve, #nd statistics seem to bear them out. The
percentaqe of women in the top cchelons of ) lme-f any oruanizda
tion is much lower than their percentage in the lower ranks.
: o ., ey :

Evan woren who make the top rumg often feel discriminatdfd against.
They are therg}but they regard their victory as tokenism .

fl’ e p oo Hant !
v L Lol \4‘,; - P
They are like the token black on/the board of

et ghes gre crih G

directors , not
really wented or accepted but but thre simnly to keep down
criticism.

Another groun that feels nrejudice is comnosed
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more women into the work
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g wWerld as “ecrelories., Even foday
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dominated
by women. In Fact, Society sometimes makes subtle

discrimi i r m
“riminations i
S Swilde oibinles Bl e Who are in these pro¢
_ — 2 profescion

And the Nineteenth Century also b rought thie factary

and the assembily lihe. Mechanizetion meant that rvaw strength was

no longer a pre-requisite for e nanufactupe of swods. Emnloycps

dray

were quick to discover that women (and yes, even children)hut that's
another story) were equally as good as men on a production line

and furthermore, they worked for less, douhtless hecause when
compared to men/they had fewer os#rer competing emnloyment oppor-
tunities. HNot only were women paid less than men for doing the

same work but promotions to foreman or manager were almost totally

closed to them.

Many of these women came to resent even the Tlaws

that were passed for them by humanitarian leaislators, almost

all men, of course. Laws limiting working hours for women on<f

L il g T xd g

Taws calling for compulsory breaks had been passed to help women
o

but many women felt that employers used these fhCamuein,?nes

as excuses not to hire them or to keen them in the lowest naid and

least important jobs. Maximum hour Jleqgisliation often prevented

..... ST JBSs |



Aird the Nineteenth Century also brought the factory
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and the assembly line. Mechanization meant that raw strenqgth wa
!""L e i,
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no longer a pre-requisite for the manufactuce of #ods .  Employeyps
were quick te discover that women (and yes, even chi]dren)hut that s
another story) were equalily as gooed as men on a production tine

and furthermore, they worked for less, douhtless because when

Tk

compared to men/they had fewer osheasr comneting employment oppor-
tunities. MNot only were women paid less than menrfor doing the
same work but promotions to foreman or aRadie s wero almost totally
closed to them.

Many of these women came to resent evem the laws
that were passed for them by humanitarian legislators, almost
gl menm, of course. - Las limitina working hours for women one¢f
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Tavis cadlling tor compulsory hreaks had been passed to help women
NG

but many women felt that employers lUsed thiese Jhd. o Sl T

ds excuses not to hire them or to keep them in the -lowest paid and

least important jobs. Maximum hour legislation often nrevented



flaca lity in which: to have it done. For most practical plrposes;

therefore, the abortion battle was won by the Woman's Libbers.

o F the Accisio clen i

Although as a rwsult ther was a qveat heatiho of breasts and
gnashing of teeth by many state leaislators, it has been sugqgested
thaf' most of them were actually quite relieved to have the
Surreme Court take them off the hook. They were dead tired of
beiwg continously assailed by the Womans Libbers on the one hand
andf?he eqiat] Iy shreill "Right te Life™ advocates on the other.

It might be mentioned in passing that the legislative respite

Wds short Tiwed. Thoe right Lo VTife crowd turned its atiention

to overturning the Supreme Court's decision by amending the
Pre;‘,(vr(

Constitution. The haat was back on the 1eq1slatove I beliwe
& 4 ,‘r{;« s v o
that Eddie Whitfield or any other a%m%e taw#skaiﬂv would verify

/

that there was more heat and rhetoric H=thexiast—lrotstatewre
on this ome issue than on any other with the nossible excenticon
~

O Siehee e bius dinig.

The women have won other less snectacular hbut

[ )

equally sadtisfying victories i@ the Supreme Cgurt. The Court

B e . . e Vé_i:;gg; e e
Gedpmis s @l Sa o Bl el kS g aecl ared
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unconstituticnal awm Leoiag Ao Statute thab gave »eebdﬁnca

to men over women in being apnointed by the nrobate courts as

the administrator: of am estates .

In another case an army WAC named JSdavrcn

Frontiero applied for an army allottment or wuarters allowance
/ J

for her husband but was turned down by the army since she couldn't
J

prove that she furnished more than one-halft his support. She araued

that she should not have to show this since a male soldier can drav
P4

an allottment for his wife readardless of how much sunport he
provides. Mrs. Frontiero argued that the army policy waa&dncqns%i~
(e, ,

tutional discrimination becaUse of MlHe sex and i1 the case of

A



She and her husband got the allotment.

e kontuclertourt o Apheals goite din- Lhe wact.

For years Kentucky has had a statute (KRS 9843720 ) which prohibits
serving a woman wine or liquor at the bar; she could only be served
at a table. But in 1972 in the case of Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board vs. Burke, 481 S W 2nd 52, the Statute was declared meonsti =
tutional. Also declared unconstitutional in this same case was
another Kenfucky Statute (KPS 204 100 )ywhich prohibits the
employment of women as bar-tenders.

The équal rights sword, however, cuts both ways.
For years in divorce cases the custody of small children has
almost always been awarded to the mother on the nresumntion that
2 woman was better qualified to take care of children of "tender
years". But in the case of Uatts ws. Watts, 350 NY> Zud 235, @
1974 case from the Mew York Family Court in an opinion by Justice
Kooper, this princinal was declared to be an unconstitutional
discrimination against men. Justice Kooper's full name, for those
interested, is Sybil Hart Kooper. The judge was 4 woman.

Thie main peldtical thrust of the Wemans Libbers
today is the adoption of an amendment to the United States
Constitution prohibiting discrimination because of sex. The
pertinent part of the proposed amendment is short and sweet:
“"cEquality of rights under the %aw shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or any state on account gf sex’.  The smenc-
ment sounds innocuous and in view of recent court decisions, some
of which were mentioned earlier, almost unnecessary. The pnroposed
amendment zipped through state after state until finally thirty-
three states, at my last count, had adopted it, Kentucky among
them in 1972. But with only five more states needed to obtain the

three-fourths majority required to amend the Constitution, the



ratification. Others started repealing their earlier ratification

even though there is considerable doubt Rdar _nrdmedodas

b4, o, T

of *Uﬂiiidtiongﬁaw astoranireteey this can be done. The most

. . o i 4= % !
publicized illustration of this ohenomenes («f least in our area|
was in Tennessee, whose legislature last month repealed its
earlier ratification of the amendment. I am sure that many of you,

like IJsaw thie hoopla on Nashviile T¥ or read abeout 7L In Che

Fle to see

oyl

Nashville newspapers. I personally was never quite
what all the Fuss wad cibeats
£h 8Ol L S trdd Gomtbrahafaypeand cagainstitheamendrent. [0 seemed

to me, that from what I saw, only two guestions were ever
debated. First, would the adopting of the amendment require that
women be drafted into the army as front-line combat troops and}
second, would men and women be required to use each otners

public restrooms.

1 cannot leave the subiject of the battle for the

A -
Equal Rights Amendment without a shert persanal note, A friend
) 7
of mine is married to a woman who is the Treasurer of the local

chanter of one of the organizations that are workina hard

ht

nationwide for the adonption of the amendment. The other ning

his wife was watching a TV talk show on which an ERA advocate

[aY]
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i
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was orating eloguently. His wife urged him to stop what

doing and watich: thie program. 1 can € now, " #e Salie. . TG Susy.

Don't you remember what you asked me to do. I am tryina to balance

1)

your club's checkbook for you.

Woman's Lihbers are somewhat divided in exnlaininag

Yist how women came to be regarded as inferior to men. Man has
been the dominant sex for as far back as historical or even
anthrepelogical evidence cem be found. But how did #t begin?

Many males would attribute it to the overall superiority of man
_ ‘ hettewr ergae 28
fram every yiewpeint.  He Ts slronger, qmarter,Amore level headed,
) ' : ’\. o ;,,ﬂ. PN : E . v :
etc., etc., etc. Obviously, the women will haveseethina-to. do-wish
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Bl o) he fach Bhaoriaveally bw cne distant nast women wers
the ;;%ggﬁkgw jardeners and men its herdsmen. The two senarate
jobs nrobably evolved from the still earlier role of womgn as the
onecwho stayed about the campsite minding the chinren/whiTe men
went out to hunt. But according to Ms. Webb there was still
equality between the sexes. The development that upset the
applecart was economic -- trade developed between neighboring
tribes and the principal item to tradeSWas cattle amd cattie

were the men's. From that same fact evolved not only the
inferiaority of women, but also the institutionsof private pronerty,

Cyaﬂun,“{#"t 1'\'\

monogamous marriage, organized states and practically everything
N

else that we now have in a modern capitalistic society. Ms.

J».yr{‘x*r’
Webb cites as an authority for this propositioen none other than
Frederick Enqeiz ke ¢ollaborater and financial angel of Karl
Marx himself. Just think. Everything is as it now ﬁs)becausc

=

thousands of years ago men, not women, toolk care of the cattle!

A more obvious explanation for the demimeant role
of man would seem to be that man is simply the stronger of the
two sexes and, therefore, able to get his way by physical force
if necessary. One Yoman's Libber, Elizabeth Hardwick, recognized
the point and stated, “Wo legislation 1in woman's behalf could

accomplish a mi]]ionfk” of what a bit more muscle tissue,

aratuiteasly offered by Hhapiec miaht de . SHnee ju anhmesns

unlikely that at this late stage in the game of evolution nature

e Gikely to 'gratuitousiy offer" the female more muscle, more
subtle methods miaoht have to be used. 1f women cannot be developed
up to equality with men in nliys lical strepd th perians men could he
brought doun to the level of women. A Virginia Yoman's Libber,
Carol Forbes, has suggested just that. "We can breed back down
the line. HNo breeding anymore with the Andy Robius tellis, Just
the Nureyevs". (Perhans this last sentence Wl reanre a LiTile

~

avnlainina for some of our members. Dr. Lowrv, George foone,



Prewitt Owen, Nureyev is a Russian ballet Ggancer. I am sure
bt
gl this . point. [ oo
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ked Tl up myse]ff)

This may sound farfetched but don't sell MNMs.
forbes shert. 1t was she who agitated until girls were allowed
to enter the Soap Box Perby. She -is Clrrently havrd at work in
asking Congress to amend the charter it granted & Little Leaque
Baseball so that girls can play. This project, however, might not
ble mecessary since.several state courts, have already ordered
the Little League to admit gir]g usually relving on the
state's public accommodations law. It mey le Ethat girls will
eventually get inte Litt]e‘League)but I fioir ole hiope that ik is
not until after my two nine-year old sons are out. It is bad
enough to be the lad who struck out with the score tied and the
bases loaded. Add in, however, that the pnitcher VidisTaal guiell A
[ ﬁhink the trauma would he too much to bear.

Woman's Libbers miqht almost be willing to ca
aff Ethe wowle thing 1Ff only thev could get men to take them
more seriously. There must be hundreds of storics of [ibes that
men have thrown at women throughout the centuries but time doosn't
permit the mention of many of them. There are a counple, however,
that T think bear retellinag. Dr. Samuel Johnson, the eighteenth
Century British wit, once heard a sermon by a woman preacher.

She reminded him/ho said}of a dog dancing on its hind leqs:; one
marvels not at how well it s done)but that it 1s done o &

Over two hundred years later a Young nlack -woman
was addressing the national convention of SNCC, the Student's

Mon-Violent Coordinating Committee, (Incidentally this is surely

o etk

theiﬁosgzﬁnaotly named organization, st=d@astesbnee—dneo-famrdsr
E&@ﬁﬁxﬁwyg*ofitﬁ@“ﬂﬁ@qﬂﬁwwﬁmm*wte%nmﬁﬁ&%m@wwwrw@ﬁﬁwnrTﬂwﬂaww%&.
SNEC 1s not composed of ggggggpj)not any move a8t ledast: it most
certainly does not practice non-violence; it does not coordinate

anything, but on the contrary ig usually opnosed tn anvthing
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rather a complete organization in itsﬂf.)/: ThF ya&gﬂr*b&atk ‘,’Io,r?}’gin Spe

was bemoaning the Tack of women in the higher leadership of SNCC

and passionately arqgued that more women were needed. But all

her pleas were to no avail. Stokdey Carmichael, the leader

of SNCCJfo]]owed her to the microphone and completely routed

the young woman and sent his audience into gales of laughter with

only one sentence, "The only position for women in SNCC is nrone".
Another thing that the gbhan's Libbers dop't like

(and this was mentioned in last Saturday's NEW ERA) 1s fthe Bractice

of a woman taking her hu;band s last name after marr1aqe. There

heawve en § osers, 3 i'r'r" r" R W g
A e ~0F—COUPSBe-a few ord%&ary“exceptions. Yomen %&vs often

retained stage names or professional names after marriage. (Most oFf

hu £

the stage names were probablv made-up names to begin with).

Many woman's Libbers now advocate keeping their maiden names

upon marriage. BUt even this dees not suit the real hard core
womang 1ibber. After all a woman's maiden name is simply the name
of her father, another male chauvinist. The real woman's Tibber

uses as her last name a named formed by using her mother's f]FSt

"Jfr‘

name and adding the w@rﬁ “child". Thus Mary Doe, the daughter
of Helen Doe, Will start calling herself Mary He]enyﬁhi]d. But
even this is not a complete victory for the Woman's Libber For this
method of forming names is exactly what men have been doing at
lTeast since the Middle Ages. Witness many of our most common
surnames. Jackson (the son of Jack) Johnson (the son of John)
Wilson (son of Witl) and se en. @k, Graham Duncan. I will name
some that weren't Democratic Présidents. There's the-san of Harry,
Harrison, and even the son of Nick, Nixon.

There are many organizatians that are connected
more or less with the WomensLibbers. The Leaque of YWomen Voters,
the Business and Professicnal Women's Club, the National Organization

r

of Women and others can be called to mind. But my favorite “oman's

Libe ‘aroun which T Thest leavned of dh deoina the peicoarrh Ffab thie
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ihe initials-af-bhe ordanization. by wWhat L.am
Suiee 1s Lhe most remole caincidence, form the aceapym W F T € H,
And the Women's International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell
does not take its name in vain., It fights its arch enemy,
man, with that ultimate of feminine weapons, witchcraft. WITCH
reported Ehat in the fall eof 1967 a gf&uo of its members
(I suppose we should say a covan of them)descended on Yall Street

and put a hex on the Stock Exchange! And accordina to the

report the Dow Jones average for that day fell 20 noints !

& o

And so we come to the eenetusden of this paper.
- . : i . B
Ini i6 I havie tricd te @ive you sowme of the Righ 1lights, low
N
s dhvt k o : - .
Tights and in-between lights of the Woman's Liberation Movement.
A
Aot a : a
I supndse that some of you have been entertained b¥ even more
important I hope I have alerted the men in the audience to the
danger that is about us, vea verily in our own homes. Men of
the world, let iic umikte For the honey of ourselves., GUF Sons,
gur Tramdseoins o and our male progeny 45 yeéi Unbern. We MUust save

them from a fate worse than death itself, the world of Woman's

Lily!
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