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IT HAS GRADUALLY DAWNED on many men recently that the battle of
the sexes has reached a revolutionary stage. As if we needed another
revolutionary segment in our society, another member of the American
household - the wife/mother - has taken up arms against the only house-
hold member not already in rebellion, namely, the husband/father.

WE ARE TOLD BY AN EFFETE CORPS of impudent newspaper coTumnists]

that this is as it should be, that the American middle-aged male is quilty of

1a quotation from a speech by Vice-President Spiro Agnew, given circa 1970,
in one of the first of his criticisms of the media. The phrase became
widely quoted during the early 70's.

Ry, 1933]79

(Footnote added later)



most of the social il1ls of our time. Variously referred to as the
Establishment, the System, and sundry other epithets, he is considered to
be responsible for everything from inflation to air pollution.

IT BEHOOVES EACH OF US to familiarize ourselves with the issues
and tactics of what has come to be known as the Women's Liberation Movement.
Lest you shrug off this development too hastily, let me inform you that the
amount of literature already produced by the Women's Liberation front leaders
is no mean accomplishment, and the degree to which they have been able to
disrupt professional and scientific meetings may be a lesson to other
revolutionary groups.

FAR FROM BEING AN ATTEMPT to present an exhaustive analysis of the
Women's Liberation Movement, this ;;per is meant only to provide certain
background information for such a study. History, legend, and even mythology
give evidence of far more variety in female roles than we American males
might suspect.

AMONG THE HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS o$ today's male/female roles is
the Bible, perhaps as plain a statement of male superiority and dominance as
is in existence. From the creation story to the post-crucifixion epistles of
Paul the Apostle, men are the real chosen people, and women are the protected
but dependent race.

AL, THE PROPHETS AND ALL THE APOSTLES were men; no book of the
Bible is thought to have been written by a female. The spiritual giants and
prime movers were all men. A role call of leading figures of the Bible -
Moses, Abraham, David, Peter, Paul, etc., is a role call of male names.

There is mention of women, of course, of the faithful and loving Ruth, a
dedicated Esther, a pure and saintly Mary; all play important roles. But the
great vessels of God's word and will were men, and in the statements of

tineage and genealogy, only the names of men appear.



IN THE CREATION STORY God creates man: Adam. Then, seeing that man
is lonely and with no appropriate mate, he creates woman - not from the dust
as Adam had been formed, but from man, who (in an obvious reversal of
biological fact) carried in his own body the prenatal material (in this case
a rib) that was to become a person.

WOMAN'S STATUS IN BIBLICAL TIMES is well defined by the Mosaic Law
which provided that a woman left defenseless in the world by her husband's
death should be taken into the family of his brother who would become her
husband. Without a male protector and guardian, no woman could be expected
to cope with 1ife and there was no thought of restructuring the social order
in such a way that she could compete on an equal basis,

CENTURIES LATER THE Bachelor Apostle Paul was to write:

"Let the women keep silence in the church . . . and if they
would learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at

home: for it is shameful for a woman to speak in church."

I THINK IT IS FAIR TO CONCLUDE, therefore, that it is the Biblical
position that woman inherently occupies a submissive status. Her role is
assumed to be a part of her basic nature. You may be surprised to learn that
the same may be said of the philosophy of Sigmund Freud, the Father of
Psychoanalysis.

BASING HIS CONCLUSIONS on the data obtained from his own patients,
a procession of middle-class neurotic European people living in the late
stages of the Victorian Age, Freud conjectured that all women must contend
with the most basic fact of their natures, namely, that they are incomplete
human beings, lacking in their anatomical structure the most important symbol
of status. This universal condition of the human female Freud called penis

envy. To achieve a normal, well-adjusted 1ife, Freud saw each woman as
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her

having to come to terms with #redr own destiny)to work through the fantasies
of castration and to give up her desire to possess,1itera11x}a phallus. As
a substitute she must marry herself to a man, thus gaining what she imagines
herself to have been robbed of, and achieving, in Freud's scheme of things,
the natural state of fulfillment for a woman.

BOTH THE FREUDIAN AND BIBLICAL VIEWS of woman are based on the
premise that sex role is congenitally determined, a premise on which serijous
doubt has been cast by relatively recent anthropological studies.

AMONG THE BEST OF SUCH STUDIES are those by the noted anthropologist
and sociologist, Margaret Mead, who in the 1930's, described several
primitive New Guinea tribes, among whom she had 1ived, and whom she had
studied over extended periods of time.

IN ONE STUDY Dr. Mead describes the mountain-dwelling tribe known
as the Arapesh, in which the behaviorsof men and women are very much alike.
The similarity 1ies in the Arapesh male's passivity, gentleness, mildness,
and domesticity, traits that we would describe as predominantly feminine.

Men and women share the care of the children and other home duties with 1ittle
division of labour.

THE MEN ARE CONSIDERED to be gentle, cooperative, and loving, much
as the women. Men and women work together in their gardens and an Arapesh
man cannot conceive of any normal person wanting to be a leader. The Arapesh
baby is born into a warm and loving world in which both father and mother
care for him and consider it a tragedy if he cries. They believe that both
men and women are naturally cooperative and gentle and would think it odd
that women and men should be expected to differ in personality.

ANOTHER TIME SHE DESCRIBES the river-dwelling people called the
Mundugumors. Among members of this tribe, both sexes tend to be ruthless,

aggressive, and violent. Mundugumor women continually fight with their



husbands and teach their sons at an early age to taunt their fathers with the
names and epithets that are most irritating to them. The Mundugumor woman
does not enjoy being a mother. She handles her children roughly and Teaves
them hanging on the wall in their cradle boards until their crying can no
longer be endured. Both men and women in the Mundugumor culture are arrogant,
violent, individualistic, possessing the sort of personality characteristics
which, according to Dr. Mead, we would consider more masucline than feminine -
which characterization may say much about what Dr. Mead thinks about

American men.

IN A THIRD TRIBE which Dr. Mead describes, we find an even more
dramatic contrast to our own cultural roles for men and women. Among the
Take-dwelling Tchambuli the sexes do have dissimilar roles, as in our culture,
but the pattern is largely reversed. The Tchambuli woman is the aggressive
partner, the manager of business affairs. The man is emotionally responsive
to the feelings of his children,and he is subordinate to and dependent upon
his female mate. rThe Tchambuli are headhunters, but to them headhunting is
a ceremonial obligation in which they take no great pleasure. Tchambuli men
are artists. They enjoy painting, music, and drama. They spend much of
their time in ornamenting themselves and playing parts in various rituals and
dramas:l The men gather in groups which change freaquently, because as any
TchamSuIi native would tell you, men are sensitive creatures whose feelings
are easily hurt and the gossip of the men's circles tendsto create and magnify
petty jealousies. Though they will organize a fishing party as an occasional
lark, it is important only as a social event. The actual food getting, namely
the hunting and serious fishing expeditions, are carried on by women. The
women are tolerant of the men's amusements and enjoy seeing their husbands'
latest artistic productions. Though the man nominally controls the family

wealth, he must obtain his wife's consent if he wishes to purchase something.



SO COMPLETE IS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVERSAL of sex roles among the
Tchambuli that pregnancy and childbirth present interesting problems. Very
1ittle attention is paid to a pregnant Tchambuli woman, and when the time
for delivery comes, she leaves the village, and,accompanied by a midwife,
goes out into the wilderness to have her baby in relative isolation. At the
same time, the Tchambuli man takes to the bed and is cared for by neighbors
like any sick person. They bring him gifts to celebrate the blessed event,
and after the birth of the baby the Tchambuli woman brings it into the home
and places it under the man's care.

A STRONG CASE for the natural superiority of women is to be found
in the various writings of the noted anthropologist, Ashiey Montague.
Professor Montague sees the natural superiority of women as having been hidden
by a series of myths which have been formed largely around male and female
reTationships to the home.

DENYING THAT THE FEMALE is biologically more sedentary and that
the male is inherently more active, mobile, and inventive, he states that most
societies prescribe different attitudes and activities to men and women and
that most of them try to rationalize these prescriptions in terms of physio-
logical differences between the sexes or the different roles in reproduction.
Such rationalizations, according to Montague, are myths, nurtured by the very
circumstances to which they gave rise.

OF SPECIAL INTEREST is his theory documented by quotations from
numerous scientific papers and ancient documents that men have always been
jealous of women's ability to give birth to children, and that they have even
been jealous of the female's ability to menstruate. It is this jealousy
which has caused men to turn these capacities into disabilities, surrounding
them with handicapping rituals and other taboos that in most cases amount to

punishment.



AMONG THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES where menstruation is regarded as
womgn's method of getting rid of the evil humours that are supposed to
accumulate in her body, there is an elaborate ritual involving a surgical
procedure performed on each adolescent male youth. The operation consists
of slitting open the urethra and inserting a stone to keep it permanently
open. At certain ceremonies and initiations another incision is made to
cause bleeding in this area, during which time such men are subject to much
the same prohibitions as menstruating women. The flow of blood is considered
to be a necessary cleansing process.

’ {MAN'S JEALOUSY OF THESE UNIQUE FEMALE FUNCTIONS (a curious reversal
of Freud's idea of penis envy) is dramatically illustrated by an operation
performed by certain North African regions where the female vulva is actually
sewn up in such a manner as to leave only a small orifice for exudation
purposes. After the girl becomes pregnant the organ is opened by incision
shortly before childbirth, and after childbirth is sewn up again.

LEST ANYONE THINK that this kind of behavior occurs only among non-
literate peoples and benighted heathens, Professor Montague offers the
suggestion that today's surgeons are sedulously castrating thousands of women.
For even though the ovaries are not removed, that, says Professor Montague,
is what the operation of hysterectomy really is.

J EVEN THE CREATION STORY to which I referred earlier as evidence of
male superiority is looked upon from an entirely different point of view by
Professor Montague, who sees it as man's way of denying female superiority.
His jealousy of woman's capacity to bear children is seen as the inspiration

for the statement of Adam, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my

flesh. She shall be called woman because she is taken out of man."



MONTAGUE CHARGES THAT MEN accomplish their bluff of superiority
over women by forcing their wills by one of two ways. They may either
exercise muscular powers adequately or use a subtler way of browbeating,
which is accompiished through the development of elaborate codes of chivalry
and etiquette. Though these may have been and may continue to be much valued
by some women, they were originally not intended as friendly acts. They
represented the behavior of a patronizing superior who, in effect, was saying,
“"As your superior I am called upon t® give you my support and make things
easier for you. As long as you recognize that you are less capable than I,
and as long as you remain submissive and dependent, I will continue to be
polite to you." Chivalry becomes, thus, a kind of fictitious benevolance, a
veneer covering selfishness, self-conceit, and contempt for the rights of
women.

THE FEMALE, PROFESSOR MONTAGUE CONTENDS, is constitutionally stfonger
than the male, has greater stamina, and lives 'Ionger.““u;"'i'nug ';::-schom and
school age, females average slightly higher scores on intelligence tests than
males, and there is some evidence to suggest that they average slightly Tower
scores after school age because girls mist learn to hide their intellect out
of deference to male egos. Other studies show that men tend to consider them-
selves to be of slightly higher intellect than their wives,

THE VERY OLD ARGUMENT that the average weight of a female brain is
about four ounces less than that of a male brain may be discounted by the fact
that there is no relation between brain size and intelligence. The biggest
human brain on record was that of a mental retardate, while one of the smallest
was that of the gifted French writer, Anatole France. Also, it is important to
note that, in relation to total body size, the female brain is at least as
large as, and in general larger, than that of the average male. No sex-linked

differences in the microscopic structure of the brain have been found, and



the few chemical differences that have been discovered are not pertinent at
this point since no one has the faintest idea of what the significance of
these differences might be.

AMONG THE MOST INTERESTING biological facts concerning male and
female differences are those which have to do with sex chromosomes. As you
know, there are two kinds of sex chromosomes, generally called X and Y. The
sperm cells carry X and Y chromosomes, but in the female ova there are only
X chromosomes. This combination of chromosomes is decisive in determining
whether an organism shall develop as a male or female. Up to the end of the
sixth week of embryonic development the organism has no sex identifying
characteristics. If the embryo is a genetic male, however, (having both X
and Y chromosomes) then masculinizing substances begin to have their effect.
If no masculinizing substance (presumably derived from the primitive gonad)
is present, the infant will develop as a female. Thus, the distinguished
endocrinologist, Dr. Alfred Hoet and others suggest that the basic surviving
form is female, and that masculinity is something "additional." As one
geneticist states, "The status of the female is never in doubt. Whoever
produces eggs is essential for the future, for eggs are reproductive cells,
whatever else they may be. Sperm are not so in the primary sense of the word,"
though they do serve secondary ends. First they serve to stimulate the other-
wise comatose eggs to start developing - like the kiss that awakened the
Sleeping Beauty (which is an interesting bit of symbolism) and, second, they
serve to introduce considerable variability in human development.

.§ALL THIS IS REMINISCENT of the very interesting book by Phillip Wyley

called The Disappearance. It is a kind of social science fiction about what

would ]hppen if one sex or the other disappeared from the earth. The book
begins in this way: "On Saturday afternoon, August 12, 1951, the women

disappeared.” “The women" referred to all women of all races and nationalities,
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as well as all primates (which at least settled one question so far as that
book is concerned). The resulting stories of what the world might be like
in either an all male or all female world are then told in alternating
chapters.

THOUGH IN THE WOMEN'S WORLD biological scientists were able in a
few years to synthesize materials that at least offered promise that human
reproduction without male fertilization would soon be possible, the saddest
part of the book was the touching reminiscences of the Tonely men who for-
lornly counted the days of their isolation from wives and sweethearts and
looked ahead to the unaWoidable fate of the human race, knowing that in just
a8 few years the last human being would have disappeared from the face of the
earth for all eternityihhj

BUT TO RETURN to the fascinating story of X and Y chromosomes, it
is probable that the Ppiological disadvantages accruing to the male are not so
much due to what is in the Y chromosome as to what is not in it. This is
f1lustrated by the large number of sex-linked diseases and physical abnormalities
which result from an X chromosome, containing the recessive genes that carry
such disorders, being paired with the Y chromosome, as the latter do not have
any properties which are capable of suppressing the action of the recessive
gene. Thus the male is 1ikely to inherit such a disorder, while the female
offspring would be blessed with another X chromosonme which would compensate
for, inhibit, or suppress the action of the disease-related X chromosome.
Among the resulting physical defects which plague the male of the species are
hemophilia, red-green color blindness, congenital catarracts, defective hair
follicles, dwarfism, ichthyosis {which is having skin something like the scales
of a fish), mental deficiency of several types, myopia, and the absence of

central incisor teeth, plus some 25 other known congenital disorders.
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STUPTES NN LOMPEYITY affer firther nenof that ¥ doae not enyal Y
vhere sex is conecerned, The areater lonarvityv nf tha females nbtains pven
if studies extend to nrenatal deaths. Thaunh hatween 120 and 157 males
are conceived for averv 100 females, tha ratia of Tive births, at least
aronr Fmarican whites, ¢ annrnximately 106 males ta 100 females. In India
tha sex ratio nf hovs to girls is 28,7 to 107, sunnortine the helief that
the noorer the nutritional conditinns, the areater the chance of death for

males. suacestina that eyen the famale fetiys is stroneer than the male fetos.

—

! iIFE EXPECTANCY FOP WHITE FEMALES is some seven vears lonaer than
for whife males, and for non-white females some five vears lonaer than for
non-white males, To eliminate the male contentinn that harder work and
other nrivations may account for their hicher mortalitv rates, one study
nublished on lencevity of Catholic nuns and monks whn, for manv vears had
hern livino much the same kinds of 1ives, shownd the same sort of disnarity
in their mortalitv rates that is found in the ~eneral napulation. Tha nuns
nutlived the monks bv some six years, in srite of the fact that their livinc
conditions were much tho came. Men Tike tn halieye that thov are more stahla
amoticnally and less volnerahle to stress than uonen, but 2 study rarformed
in Eneland durine ¥ordd Yar IT indicated that women showad lecs emotinnality
in air raids, and wore said to nerform johs with calver deliberatirn than men.
Studias of suicide ratos shewr “hat in the United States ahout ton males

cormit suicide for every thren females, and s+atistirs rennrted hv the lorld

PHoalth Praanizetion show suicides on an interratioral basis to he two *o Five
times as common among men as amcna woamen. ‘omen do male more suicide attennts
than man, but the great maiority of their attemnts are unsuccessful. lental
health statistics show that bovs far outnumhar cirls as schen] hahavior

nrchlems and as referrals te montal health cer*ers and related encins, such

25 snapch and haarire centers,



THE BYTH TUET HOMEN aya pore Tilely tn flyv intr £t rf trmpner-
ment, has haan deniad by controlt~d studies such 25 one ir vhich the averana
mels vartiripant Tost his temmor six times to the averaans fomala particinart's
threr, It is true thet ir the Mintenntk Certury woman frequently resnonded $n
shocl by swaoninn, hut the sunonina servad many fimctions which may suarnest
that it was a1 rositive accopnlishmert of considarable value, a constructive
usa of emation or similated emotinn whick +the ooy male naver undarstnnd,  ‘Heen.
inc sarverd much the same purrose hath ther and now. As a contemnnrary wit
remarked, "A woran's jdea of a goed ere is one that secures the desived result."

MITH THESE PARADOYTCAL Findings from hib1ica1 and scicntific
titeratura ir mwind, fét s Tonk bf}ef1v at the histnrical develonrant of the
current Yemen's Liberation Bovement.

"THE FEMINMIST POBIN MAPGAM syrmarized in 2 racent article the histary
of womer's liberation startirc with the fovmation of some chort-1ived
ornanizatione for vorking »ormen in the 1829%'s. The firct strike. by women, in
this case factorv workers, . is said to have taken ~lace in Pawtucket, Phode
Esland, in 1824. Tn 1845 some factorv vorkers on strike in {.rwell, Massachusetts
sana strike senas from which e Tines want like this: "0 d9sn't it a nity such
a rrettv qirt as T should he sont into a factorv to nire awav and die." One
vould hone that their asserblv Tine work was of a hisher cualitv than their
corposine of lvrics,

THE POSITION OF WOMEY NF THE SOITH durinn »re-Civil Uar davs has
been the suhiect of much romantic Titarature, hut amona present dav women's
liberationists the Snutherrn Pelle dors nnt hald a high nlace. To nunte from
one, "lUndoubtedlv the feerling invasted in this wnprshin of white women ning
its fervar and reliqious ruality nartly to the vhite men's quilty consciences
over fnrceably takino their nleasure on their female slaves." Establishinn

a thread of unity with tho hlack Civil Piashts Movement, a liberationist writes
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that the mvth frela*tive to thn Southern heallal saryes an imnpctant sociz] and
nolitical nurpose hv aivina vhite men of all slasses an ohiect tn nratact
against the imagined lus® of the hlack man, at ance reinforcina and iustifrina
a vicinus "acjem.

?THF YOMERYS RIGHTS FOVFMTMT §s said to have had its nfficial
heaginnina in 1248 when several hurdred women and svmrathetic men met at
seneca Falls, Mew York, for a convention called by twn active sholitinnists,
Flizaheth Cadv Stanton and Lucretia I-‘.01:’r..=r In the social unheaval followinn
the Civil Yar and reconstruction reriods, women went to wnrl in factories
in areater and areater numbers. For the first time thev entered government
nffice jobs in larce numbers and became a majority in the teachina nrofession.
Prior to the Civil Mar the women's movement had drawn strencth from the
abolitionists mnvement and was closely associated vith it, hoth spirituallv
and organizationallv. Durina the late Hinteenth and earlv Twentieth
centurins, women's orouns concentrated their eneraies on the auestion nf the
franchise.

TﬁéijE WOMEH'S POVEMENT COHCENTPATEDR MOPE 0N THFE VOTF, it lost
siaht of the simnle, forceful argument for equality based on the idea of
natural rights as expounded by the Declaration of Indenendence, The nurter
of working women grew from anproximately four million in 1997 to almost soven
and a half millon in 1712, Fer fmevican sufferace leaders roromnized tha
obvigus link hotviegn wamen's rights and iminnism, hut in Rritain leaders
recoanized the common issues and emhraced ther. Thus, the sarly Jabor ynions
in Fraland included many workina class wonen, vhioreas American vomen's
sufferaqge grouns tended to remain in the hands of well-te-dn ladies nf Teisure
and social reformers., HIn 1713 sufferanettes benar holdipe yinils at the

o

'Mite House, nicke*xina, goina an hunger strikes, and freauently being iailad,
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5t ore noint when Fiva thousand wamen marched intc Yashinnten, D0, an anory
mb attacked them and a Yatioral “uard reaqiment vas called out fo nrotect

the woren. By 1217 the Fiftaeonth frendment had cuaranteed waomen the pight

to vote, The feminist movement had accomrlishad women's suffevane, as well
22 vomen's rinht tn st an oducation and to own nronerty,

SOHEMHAT NISTLLUSTOANEN WITH THETD EFFNOTS toward tha emancination
of womzan, rodern women liberationists sen the suffereonttes' efforts as
haviro added tn their burden. They draw a fine distirction, tharefore,
hetvieen emancipation and liberation. To auote from an article hv Jiberation-
ists Cornie Brown and Jane Sytes, "Liheration would nohviouslv disnensr vrith
the cruel dichotomy of sex and virtue, but instead after emanciration the
rnies wrye maintained, even combhined.,  Mow woman must, to held her man, art
hnth the nyrstitute and the homehody mistress and mather, The imaage of this
nond-had woman bas varied over the vears from flarner tn the Plavhoy bunnv,
who Tooks 1ile the airl next door, or the housewife sex kitten nf the TV
commericals., A cood airl® vhoce crandmather wnuld have refused to kiss her
fiance until the engaoement was sealed now han to decide hny far to no on
each date to keen her rveputation noised hetween nrudish and Tnose. The
decision has ta be based on the nred to keen a man's resnect while mainteain-
ing his serual interest; her own neads and feelings must come second. Nur
nlnasure and our vomanhood are still defined by what pen want from us."

It is with this backeoround, thorefnre, that the VHomer's Liberation Movement
has rmbarked en its agreat task. Let us hone that we will nnt avaken some
morning to find thet the hand that rocked the cradle has hecnme the hand

that cradles the rock{



